[Diaphragmatic injuries--classification, diagnosis and therapy].
Diagnosis of diaphragmatic rupture is often missed after blunt thoracic and abdominal injuries. Rupture of the diaphragm is caused either by direct or indirect violence. The clinical manifestations are unpredictable and of infinite variety, and, especially in massively traumatized patients, masked by other injuries. Between 1987 and 1995, 17 patients were treated for traumatic injury of the diaphragm. Four of 17 patients sustained isolated diaphragmatic rupture; in 13 the rupture was combined with other injuries. Preoperatively the following diagnostic procedures were performed: ultrasonography in 12 patients, chest X-ray in 6, computed tomography of the abdomen in 2, water soluble enema into the stomach in 1, and computed tomography of the thorax in 1 patient. Therapy of diaphragmatic injury was performed in 15 patients within 2 days, in one within 1 year and in one 23 years after the accident. Two patients died due to accompanying injuries.